
                                                  

 

                                                                                 

Youth is Not Only the 
Future. 

Youth is very much 
ready, present and 

active today. 

ENGSO Youth reaction to the  

8th IOC - UNESCO World Conference on Sport, Education and Culture  

‘Olympism powered by YOUth’ 

Introduction 

The Amsterdam Declaration was presented at the closing ceremony of the 8th World Conference on Sport, 

Education and Culture “Olympism powered by YOUth”. The declaration contains a set of recommendations 

ranging from the important role of the athletes’ entourage, next year’s fifth UNESCO World Sport Ministers 

Conference (MINEPS V), social media and the establishment of a value based educational programmes.  

ENGSO Youth welcomes the Amsterdam Declaration while highlighting the unsatisfying involvement of youth 

in the conference as well as a lack of commitment towards further involvement, consultation, access and 

inclusion of youth had been put forward 2 years ago in the Durban Declaration.   

Youth is calling for a time of immediate Action to offer youth an equal voice! 

Having grown from Durban, the International Youth Sport Movement has reached maturity in Amsterdam. At 

a time when, youth and sport are seeing successful progress and conclusions on European policy level 

through the Cyprus Presidency, ENGSO Youth would like to keep the ball rolling and call beyond the 

Amsterdam Conference’s platform of 500 participants from 110 countries, to share the ‘call to action’ of the 

Amsterdam declaration and beyond. 

 

Youth: the Present 

ENGSO Youth would like to put forward that ‘Youth 

is Not Only the Future’. Youth is very much ready, 

present and active today. The statement 

‘Youth is the future’, sends a message 

that as a young person one should 

‘wait their turn’ encouraging a form 

of passivity.  

Instead, ENGSO Youth puts forward the 

importance and value of social activism which, 

in this case, may offer an opportunity for 

intergenerational dialogue and action. We, the 

ENGSO Youth Committee, do not want youth to 

decide on its own, we recognise and respect the 

work that lies behind us and ask to be present for 

what lies ahead of us. The ENGSO Youth committee 

encourages action which would lead to the 

representation of youth on the highest decision 

making level of the international sport movement 

on equal footing. 

ENGSO Youth would like to congratulate the 

success of the event and show its appreciation 

in the provision of a safe platform for 

youth to voice its vision, in the 

hope that it has been heard and 

that it will not be forgotten and be 

constructive a step towards building 

of a common intergenerational future of 

collaboration, together. 

IOC President Mr. Jacques Rogge stated: “Our task 

at this Conference was to seek new and better 

ways to share the Olympic values and the benefits 

of sport with young people around the world. We 

need to speak to young people in their language 

and we need to go where they are, physically, but 

also in the virtual world on social media platforms. 

http://www.olympic.org/Documents/Conferences_Forums_and_Events/2012-amsterdam/World-Conference-Declaration-v2.pdf
http://www.olympic.org/Documents/Conferences_Forums_and_Events/2010_Durban/FinalDurbanStatement-eng.pdf
http://www.olympic.org/news/8th-world-conference-on-sport-culture-and-education-issues-call-for-action/184248
http://www.olympic.org/news/8th-world-conference-on-sport-culture-and-education-issues-call-for-action/184248


                                                  

 

                                                                                 

Youth does not solely 
need to be spoken TO. 

Youth needs to be spoken 
WITH. Youth does not 
need to be SHOWN or 
told. Youth needs to 

EXPERIENCE and exchange 

We have accomplished a lot this week in a very 

interactive and stimulating environment, and the 

Amsterdam Declaration will guide us in our way 

forward.” Mr. Lambis V. Nikolaou, Chairman of the 

IOC’s Commission for Culture and Olympic 

Education Commission, followed: “it was a highly 

productive Conference. Once again, the inclusion 

of young people in the programme proved to be a 

huge success. It is now up to us all to work 

together to bring to fruition the action plan         

adopted today, by showing young people that 

sport can help them to give the best of 

themselves.” 

What the IOC President and Mr. Nikolaou have 

concluded is not enough. The Amsterdam 

Declaration will not guide us forward unless we 

work together. If we truly ‘seek new and better 

ways to share Olympic values and the benefits of 

sport with young people around the world’, sport 

governance needs to recognise the evolution of 

youth over the years and acknowledge that there 

is a widening gap between generations. Let us 

illustrate the latter through remarks on the above 

statements: Youth does not solely need to be 

spoken TO, Youth needs to be spoken 

WITH. Youth does not need to be 

SHOWN or told. Youth needs to 

EXPERIENCE and exchange. 

The youth of today want to 

learn but not to receive 

lessons. They want to be given 

a chance to share their ideas, to 

be listened to and even to fail in 

order to grow stronger. Youth are active 

and hope to be considered equal.  

Hence, even though ENGSO Youth welcomes the 

Amsterdam Declaration, it is not satisfactory. The 

promising Durban declaration has not lived up to 

its expectations. The fast pace world needs to work 

hand in hand with young people and open dialogue 

together with them, to listen and offer them the 

opportunity to play an active part in shaping the 

world in which they are present.  

Without youth the Amsterdam Declaration 

recommendations are not feasible and the 

generation gap will just widen. ENGSO Youth is 

thus, calling for the full involvement of Youth and 

urges for Action from all actors. 

Together for a common future 

YOU NEED YOUTH. There are many ways to 

attract and involve youth further, a solution was 

raised by a young participant ‘to integrate a youth 

commission within the IOC’. The long awaited 

response from IOC executive board members 

present was "In favour of a youth commission in 

the IOC" this statement was made first by Mr 

Ching-Kuo Wu, and was then second by Sir Philip 

Craven, IPC President and IOC Member who not 

only agreed with the above contribution, but 

added that establishing this commission “probably 

won’t be enough”.   

Unfortunately, this does not appear in 

the Declaration, it needs to be 

reminded, it needs to be heard, 

encouraged and pushed forward 

on the agenda of the 

International Sport Movement. 

ENGSO Youth would like to 

encourage and support the 

statements made by IOC members and 

hope it will not solely lead to further discussion but 

to implementation and action, involving youth in 

the discussions, in time for the next World 

Conference on Sport, Education and Culture. 

 



                                                  

 

                                                                                 

Conclusion  

If Youth is a state of mind, we ask you to please, mind the current state of Youth involvement in sport at all 

levels, or lack thereof.  

Barron Pierre de Coubertin was just over 30 years old when he founded the International Olympic 

Committee (1894), and two years later he had revived the modern Olympic Games. Coubertin dreamt of 

changing the world through sport and giving a universal dimension to the Games. Have we moved backward 

since 1894, can YOUth still make dreams a reality with the current state of mind? 

We acknowledge that change takes time, time for adaptation, but only through adaptation does progress 

occur, leaving room for change and potential for excellence. If we truly wish to give a voice to youth (motto 

of Durban Conference) and have Olympism powered by YOUth (motto of Amsterdam Conference) we need to 

have youth at the decision making level. Only by working together, by involving youth, engaging young 

people, not only in sport participation but also in its leadership can we really find the ‘new and better ways’ 

we seek for youth. 

YOU need YOUTH, YOUTH needs YOU, WE need to work Together in this Shared Present time. What are 

YOU waiting for? Help us make a youth minded statement in International Sport Movement by sharing this 

document and lobbying for the provision of access to youth at all levels of sport. 

-§- 

Thank you for your efforts and consideration. 

ENGSO Youth Committee, 04.12.2012 

ENGSO Youth the youth organization of ENGSO (European Non-Governmental Sport Organisation) represents its 40 

members from national umbrella organisations for sport from across Europe. With a focus on the European youth and 

the sport for all sectors, ENGSO Youth works on different levels in order to “give youth a real say in sports”. ENGSO 

Youth is a non-profit organisation run for youth, by youth, with youth. The organisation consists of the ENGSO Youth 

Assembly (highest decision making body) which elects nine members to the ENGSO Youth Committee every second 

year. The Chair of ENGSO Youth has a seat within ENGSO Executive Board and is equal in representation at this level. 

Other statements and contributions by ENGSO Youth: 

 ENGSO Youth response to the Agenda 2020,  

 European Year of Volunteering 2011 - position paper   

 ENGSO Youth Statement on the New EU Strategy for Youth ”Investing and Empowering” 

 Recommendations for Youth Olympic Games submitted by ENGSO Youth 

 ENGSO Youth response to the sports provisions of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European 

Union and the future EU Sport Programme 

 ENGSO Youth Contribution to the Consultation on the Future European Youth Programme  

http://www.youth-sport.net/index.php?id=9495
http://www.youth-sport.net/index.php?id=9496
http://www.youth-sport.net/index.php?id=9500
http://www.youth-sport.net/index.php?id=9497
http://www.youth-sport.net/index.php?id=9520#c20438
http://www.youth-sport.net/index.php?id=9520#c20438
http://www.youth-sport.net/index.php?id=9615

